1. That as this is the first investigation of the kind which lias "been made in connexion with this Company, it was found impossible to contrast the relative intensity with which the various diseases have contributed to the mortality during the later and earlier periods of the Company's existence, and the benefit therefore of a comparison between these periods lias not been had.
2. There have, however, been published for some years the results of the experience of two other offices?the Scottish Widows' Fund and the Standard, as ascertained at the periods of the investigation into their financial position with the view of declaring a bonus; and the evidence derived from these Reports affords the means of usefully contrasting their experience with the experience of this Office.
3. The method of classification followed in this Report is that adopted by the Registrar-General in his Annual Reports; and in all cases where an individual has died from a disease supervening on another, the primary disease, if 
